
 

 
 

16 February 2022 
 

Languages at TDMS 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Both at TDMS and in the Four Stones MAT of which we are part of, languages play a key role in daily life. At 
TDMS there are over 20 different languages spoken, by over 20% of our students. For GCSEs this year we 
are entering students for 7 different languages. The Government’s aim is for 90% of British students to study a 
language for GCSE, but here at TDMS we are even more ambitious, and aim to enter 100% of our students 
for a GCSE by 2025.  
 
Schools Minister Robin Walker (MP for our neighbours in Worcester) said ‘Studying languages opens up a 
world of new, exciting opportunities for people and is hugely important for a modern global economy. That’s 
why we want more young people to take up modern language GCSEs, and these evidence-based changes, 
aim to do just that – making these qualifications more well-rounded and accessible, and helping more young 
people to enjoy learning languages’. 
 
Interestingly, studying a language also makes you smarter and perform better in your other subjects! 
According to the article below, ‘Pupils who think of themselves as good at languages outperform their peers. 
And not just in French, German and Spanish but also in subjects such as maths, science, and geography. And 
that’s the case whether they’re fluent in another language or not. There could be a strong case for helping 
children who think that they can’t ‘do’ languages to recognise that we all use a range of communication tools, 
and that learning a language is simply adding to that range. This may influence attitude and self-belief, which 
is directly relevant to learning at school’ 'Children exposed to different languages become GCSE superstars in 
all their subjects' - Miriam Stoppard - Mirror Online 
 
I am delighted to be taking over 50 TDMS students on a trip to France this year, a trip we will be looking to run 
annually to give as many of our students as possible, the chance to experience the country whose language 
they are studying. We will also be holding an event in the summer term called ‘TDMS and Beyond’ which we 
will use as a way to celebrate the huge variety of backgrounds our students come from.  
 
Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on mgoffe@thefourstonesmat.co.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Martin Goffe 

Director of Modern Foreign Languages / Assistant headteacher 
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